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Allies than in these months. *Added to the troubles in the French army was the collapse of Russia, which continued progressively from March to October and came as an unexpected boon to the Germans, giving them a new hope of victory on land and enabling them to release powerful forces from the East for use in the West. On the other side, the entry of the United States into the war promised large reinforcements for the future, but not in time to meet the immediate emergency. With the Germans reinforced, the French crippled, and the Americans still in the stage of training, the business of hammering the Germans and keeping them occupied while the French recuperated, fell on the British, and it was insistendy argued that they must not let go.
Whatever may be die ultimate verdict, the Passchendaele offensive remains one of the ghastliest memories of the war. It is a story of heroic fighting against desperate odds, vain attempts to advance over shell-scarred and water-logged ground, in an autumn of heavy storms and blinding rain, a story of fearful casualties and painful death in this veritable Slough of Despond. The realities of war as they were progressively revealed in the clench between the vast, heavily entrenched, evenly balanced armies may be said to have come to their climax at Passchendaele.
The Tanks
Small wonder if again many minds were at work considering if there were not better ways of vanquishing the enemy than this interminable war of attrition and the hurling of human beings against barbed wire and machine-guns. Nivelle supposed himself to have devised a new tactic which would infallibly " break through " with a minimum loss of life, but unhappily he proved to be mistaken. Gas had been tried and proved a double-edged weapon, inflicting new forms of agony and chronic disease, and full of menace for the future, but r seriously affecting the result in the forms in which it had t used up to this time. Mining had been elaborately developed on certain sectors, especially in the Argonne, and had been used with great effect in the attack on Messines Ridge. But it required elaborate preparation, extending possibly over months, and assumed a stationary enemy pinned to one position o
